9-12 - 60 MIN
The Shared-Purse Challenge

Name: Date:

1 Read the fictional story

A fictional town has 100 counters. Proposed jobs: school 40, roads 30, clinic 20 and park 10. These
are invented teaching figures, not actual public spending.

2 Look at the three cards

SCHOOL 40 ROADS 30 CLINIC 20 + PARK 10

3 Work with the cards

1. Add the four jobs. Is the town plan balanced?

2. A bridge repair needs 15 extra counters. Choose cuts or delays that keep the total at 100. Show your
revised plan.

Use words, arrows or numbers to show your thinking.
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4 Think further

3. Name one service the whole town may use and one difficult choice your group made.

5 Explain your answer

Why can a shared budget not give every service everything it wants?

Show your thinking steps

STEP EVIDENCE ANSWER
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